
September 26, 2008: Rodriguez Backs Bill Funding Veterans, Military, Border Law Enforcement Projects  

      

  Washington, DC-This week Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23) backed the passage of
The Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act in the
House of Representatives. This bill funds the Veterans Administration, Departments of Defense,
and Homeland Security and continues funding for other agencies through March 2009.
Additionally, the bill provides funding for emergency disaster relief.  The bill passed by a
bipartisan vote of 370-58.  

  

  &quot;Funding military pay raises, border law enforcement reimbursements, and substantive
VA programs in my district has been one of my top priorities because the investments in
infrastructure, medical training and health care will play an important role in our communities
and our military for many years to come.&quot;  

  

  This bill brings money for stronger border security, cyber security, gives border communities
the chance to have the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) consult with them before doing
any wall or fence building, allows for border community law enforcement to be reimbursed for
their services and funds other projects important to Texas and our nation's security.  

     
    -  $1.5 million for improvements and enhancements to a Border Patrol Check point in El
Paso County.    
    -  $60 million for the State Homeland Security Grant Program's (SHSGP) Operation
Stonegarden-Operation Stonegarden began as a successful pilot program in 2005 that involved
14 border states. The initiative gave border states the flexibility to use DHS grant funding for
coordination among state and federal law enforcement agencies at our borders.    
    -  Carrizo Cane study which would direct the Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) to submit a
comprehensive plan to eradicate invasive plants that inhibit security along the US-Mexico
border including in Eagle Pass and other Texas border areas not included in other programs.
  
    -  Consultation with Federal Agencies and Border Communities-This would require DHS to
consult with other cabinet secretaries, State, local, and tribal governments and landowners to
minimize the impact of the fencing on the communities where it is proposed.  Additionally, this
adds to the 2008 language written by Rodriguez and U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX)
by directing the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to assess the consultation process
used in 2008 for projects planned on the Texas border.    
    -  $3 million for improvements and enhancements for the Border Patrol station in Presidio.   
    -  $30 million for a Border Interoperability Demonstration Project, which would be for
Northern and Southwestern border communities that lack fully interoperable communications in
order to conduct threat detection, operations and public safety.  DHS would need to select
participating communities by January 8, 2009.    
    -  $837.5 million for Urban Area Security Initiative grants at the Department of Homeland
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Security, which provides funding for activities to nonprofit organizations that are at high risk of
international terrorist attack (El Paso received $5,665,500 for 2008).    
    -  Other Homeland Security Grants include: $775 million for firefighter grants, $315 million
for emergency management performance grants $50 million for interoperable communications
grants, and $35 million for assistance for emergency operations centers.   

  

 2 / 2


